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Robot Progress
Saturday February 3rd, 2018 marks the day of Team 812's

build party.  Prior to the build party we assembled the basic

framework of our robot. As of now, we are replacing the old

parts with new ones and adding extra details to ensure

it drives smoothly. During the build party, we added

the frame, attached the drivetrain, and 4 wheel drive with 6"

mecanim wheels. In addition, we worked on figuring out how

to extend the arms of the robot so it doesn’t pass 16" but is

still able to get the power cube.  
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Women's March
Team 812: The Midnight Mechanics attended San Diego’s 2nd 

Annual Women’s March on January 20th, 2018.  All genders of 

the community gathered together to support women’s rights 

and human rights through empowering messages from women 

speakers in our community. This women led movement created 

unity across the nation under the same theme of “Hear Our 

Voice”. Not only were community members fighting for human 

rights, but also the rights of the Latino, black, Native American, 

and the LGBTQ community. Those attending the march stood 

in solidarity for equality and helped encourage San Diegans to 

vote. The Midnight Mechanics held posters with quotes saying:  

“Justice has no Gender,” “Rights take Might,” and many more. 

Beginning at 10 am, various women shared their stories of 

empowerment on a stage by the San Diego County 

Administration Center. The Midnight Mechanics listened and 

cheered to show support for the strong women making their 

voices heard. After all speeches were made, all the attendees 

walked down the Pacific Highway. During the march, we held 

our posters and chanted “the people united will never be 

divided.” This experience was important for the Midnight 

Mechanics as we work hard to decrease the gap between men 

and women dominating the STEAM fields. Currently, our senior 

mechanics have registered to vote. As a team we will continue to 

advocate for equality in regards to gender and race through our 

outreach events such as the Girls in STEAM Conference and our 

Alliance for Hope Conference coming in May.    

Alumni 
Spotlight

Lizbeth Guzman 

Preuss Class of 2017 

College: California Polytechnic State

University, San Luis Obispo 

Major: Electrical Engineering 

My first exposure to FIRST was in sixth

grade through Preuss’ FLL program.

From the first moment that I picked

up a Lego robot and learned how to

program it, I was hooked. I am

extremely grateful for all that FIRST

has given me throughout the years.

FIRST provided me with a creative

outlet that helped to empower me as

a woman in STEM, and ultimately

shaped me into the person I am today.

FIRST cultivated my problem-solving,

leadership, and teamwork skills. If it

wasn’t for this organization, I don’t

think that I would have been able to

pursue my engineering major with the

same confidence. The lessons I

learned and memories I made while

on Team 812: The Midnight Mechanics

are something that I will always

cherish and look back on because

FIRST will always be family. 
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Thank you!

On January 27, 2018, our team went to Kearny High School to 

use their metal workshop. Our members learned how to use 

new machinery such as the Milling Machine. 

Thank you Hammer Heads!

On December 1st, 3 students were chosen to represent our team as Chairman's presenters for Regionals. The 

goal for any robotics team, is to not only to win the best robot award, but to also win Chairman's, which is why 

this committee is one of the most important. So far, we have drafted our personal Chairman paragraphs and 

Chairman's essays, and we have also drafted our Chairman’s video script. Additionally, we have also become 

closer mechanics together, as we stay after almost every day, sometimes going over to UCSD's Geisel Library to 

work on the essay. We can only hope for more great progress from our team! 
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